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Winning teams announced in SSC’s walking challenge 
Teams walk millions of steps in quest to win 

Rochester, MN – February 21, 2017 
Winning teams have been announced in Southeast Service Cooperative’s (SSC) Walking Challenge, in which 
over 800 individuals from 31 SSC member organizations competed. This was the largest the challenge has 
been in its 6-year history.  16 Southeastern Minnesota School Districts and 15 Local Government Members 
participated in two separate steps-based challenges. Winners in the School District Challenge included:  
Grand Meadow – 1st Place, Lake City – 2nd Place, Wabasha-Kellogg– 3rd Place. The remaining teams, which 
each received an honorable mention, are listed in the order of their ranking: Zumbrota-Mazeppa, Goodhue, 
PEM, Mabel-Canton, St. Charles, Lewiston-Altura, Fillmore Central, LaCrescent-Hokah, Caledonia, Byron, 
Rochester, Kasson-Mantorville, and Medford.  
 
Grand Meadow School District Wellness Coordinator Cindy Peterson shared, “Our staff looks forward to the 
walking challenge each year, and I think the fact that we came in 3rd place last year was an incentive for 
everyone to try harder.  Our new indoor walking track made it easier and fun to get more steps every 
day.  Each week I sent an e-mail to update everyone on our status and sent many e-mails encouraging and 
prodding everyone to get more steps than they did the week before.  I told them that first place was possible 
and once we moved into second place I pushed them even harder telling them that they could do anything 
for a few more days and that we could do this.  And they did!! 
 
The City of Kasson was the winner in the Local Government Division. The rest of the rankings were as 
follows: The City of Albert Lea – 2nd Place, The City of LaCrescent – 3rd Place.  The honorable mention 
placements included – The City of Spring Grove, Goodhue County, Steele County, Fillmore County, The City of 
Owatonna, Austin HRA, Freeborn County, Mower County, The City of Byron, Dodge County, Workforce 
Development Inc., and the Rice Steele 911 Center.  

 
Linda Rappe, Wellness Coordinator at The City of Kasson, noted that her colleagues were very excited to have 
won for the third year in a row. Regarding the secret of her team’s success, she explained, “Pump them up 
and tell everyone how close behind the next team is and our people are quite competitive and will literally go 
the extra mile!"  
 
The contest, which ran the month of January, was based on the number of steps walked by participating 
members. A trophy will be awarded to Grand Meadow School District and The City of Kasson. Certificates will 
be presented to all teams who participated.  
 
Southeast Service Cooperative, ISD #921, has operated since 1976 under Minnesota School Law 123A.21.  It is a 
public, non-profit cooperative of over 80 schools, local government, and non-profits to maximize resources and 
increase value through collaboration.  
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